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The Indian Disability Studies Collective
in association with the
Department of English, Cotton University, Guwahati
and 
Centre for Women’s Studies, Cotton University, Guwahati
presents 
The 5th IDSC International Conference
Supported by the ICSSR-NERC
6-7 March, 2025
Schedule

DAY 1: 06/03/2025

	Time
	Event/Paper

	9:00 AM to 9:30 AM
	Registration

	9:30 AM to 10:30 AM
	Inaugural Ceremony
1. 9:30 AM to 9:40 AM: Welcome address by Prof. Rakhee Kalita Moral, Cotton University
2. 9:40 AM to 9:50 AM: Welcome address by Someshwar Sati, Chairperson, IDSC
3. 9:50 AM to 9:55 AM: Address by Dr. Arindam Garg, Registrar, Cotton University
4. 9:55 AM to 10:05 AM: Address by Ms. Ketaki Bordoloi, Executive Director, Shishu Sarothi
5. 10:05 AM to 10:15 AM: Address by Mr. Dipankar Mahanta, Trustee, Srimanta Foundation
6. 10:15 AM to 10:25 AM: IDSC report by Prof. Shilpa Das, Vice-Chairperson, IDSC
7. 10:25 AM to 10:30 AM: Vote of thanks by Dr. Bedanta Bora, Academic Registrar, Cotton University

	10:30 AM to 11:00 AM
	Key Note Address: 
Prof. Someshwar Sati: Disability Studies: Contemporary Conversations and The Way Forward

	11:00 AM to 11:15 AM
	Tea Break

	11:15 AM to 1:00 PM
	IDSC Outstanding Scholar Award Panel (CHAIR: Prof. GJV Prasad):
1. Ms. Asita Ajith: Feeling Crip/Confident? Self-Perceptions and Digital Identities of Select Indian Para-Athletes on LinkedIn
2. Mr. Rashrab Nath: Wheel-Cheer Wonders: Reimagining Women’s Travel Narratives through Disability and Queer Perspectives in Digital Spaces
3. Ms. Sargun Kaur: Liquid Norms: Disability, Monstrosity, and Otherness in Guillermo Del Toro’s The Shape of Water
4. Ms. Shirley Goodwin and Mr. Ilhan Israr: “Becoming Cyborg”: Negotiating Identity Beyond Ableist Norms

	1:00 PM to 1:30 PM 
	Portal Demonstration by Srimanta Foundation

	1:30 PM to 2:30 PM
	Lunch

	2:30 PM to 4:15 PM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 1: Disability and Cinema (CHAIR: Shilpaa Anand)
1. Mr. Ishan Sharma (Punjab University): Love, Desire, and Anxiety: Cinematic Analysis of the Subject of Intellectual Disability and the Idea of Companionship
2. Ms. Sayahnika Ganguly (Tezpur University): Disability in the Shadows: Exploring Invisibility and Disability in Komi Can’t Communicate and Shino Can’t Say Her Name
3. Ms. Preevi (BHU): Cinematic Lenses on Blindness: Exploring Bollywood’s Evolution in Life-Writing through Sparsh and Srikanth
4. Ms. Surasree Deb Burman (Birsa Munda College): Disability and the Aesthetics of Abnormality in Horror Film: Analyzing The Babadook and The Assent

	2:30 PM to 4:15 PM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 2: Disability Caregiving (CHAIR: Sushma Lama)
1. Dr. Nizara Hazarika (Sonapur College): The Rhetoric of Motherhood: Exploring Disability and the Maternal Experiences through a Literary Lens
2. Dr. Krishna Kumar S. (Gargi College, DU): From Paper Parents to Irritable Invalids: Examining the Affects of Care in “This Kind of Child: The ‘Disability’ Story”
3. Mr. Shivam Raj (BHU): Balancing Acts: Negotiating Caregiving Dynamics in Hari Kunzru’s Gods Without Men
4. Dr. Madhulima Chaliha (Paschim Guwahati Mahavidyalaya): Crip and Care : Texts of Geetali Borah 

	4:15 PM to 4:30 PM 
	Tea

	4:30 PM to 6:00 PM
	Plenary Session (CHAIR: Someshwar Sati): 
1. Prof. Shilpa Das (NID, Ahmedabad): Beyond “Normal” Women: Exploring the Margins of Feminist Disability Studies
2. Dr. Shilpaa Anand (BITS, Hyderabad): Aesthetics and Access: Literary and Cultural Studies in the time of Disability Justice

	6:30 PM Onwards
	Cultural Programme





DAY 2: 07/03/2025

	Time
	Event/Paper

	9:00 AM to 10:45 AM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 3: Disability: Folktales, Poetry, and Life Writing (CHAIR: Bibhash Choudhury)
1. Ms. Rodingpuii (Mizoram University): Re-reading Mizo Folktales from Disability Perspective
2. Ms. Soma Biswas (Central University of South Bihar): Cripping the Classics: Disabled Women Reclaim “The Ugly Duckling” and “Rapunzel”
3. Dr. Madhulina Choudhury (Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya): Posthumanising the ‘Disabled’ and the ‘Disfigured’: A Decolonial Approach to Indian Folkloric Cosmos
4. Dr. Anuradha Bose (NIEPA): Normativity, Transgression and Articulation of the (Subjective) Self through Everyday Life Experiences: Life Stories, Voice and Narrative Silences
5. Ms. Mousana Nightingale Chowdhury (Cotton University): Towards an Ecosomatic Paradigm: Embodied Eco-Consciousness and Disability Justice in Naomi Ortiz’s Rituals for Climate Change


	9:00 AM to 10:45 AM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 4: Disability and Identity (CHAIR: Pankaj Gogoi)
1. Mr. Vishnu V (University of Hyderabad): Disability Identity and its Influence on Psychological Well-Being: A Review Analysis
2. Ms. Namya Chadha (NID, Ahmedabad): Behind the Ears: An Exploration of Self-Concept in the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Community Through Documentary Practice.
3. Mr. Anand P. and Ms. Uchchita Joshi (NID, Ahmedabad): The Colour of Colours: Inclusive Design for Colourblindness
4. Dr. Meghana Rao (Azim Premji University): Care Futures: Intersectional Politics of Caregiving for Adults with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities in India.

	10:45 AM to 11:00 AM
	Tea

	11:00 AM to 12:45 PM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 5: Fictionalising Disability (CHAIR: Boopathi P.)
1. Mr. Aniket Ojha (BHU): Blindness in Hagiographical Narratives: A Narratological Analysis of Amritlal Nagar’s Khanjan Nayan (1981)
2. Dr. Sanjukta Naskar (JDMC, DU): Understanding Disability Through Children’s Literature
3. Ms. K.K. Abithaa (Government Thirumagal Mills College): The Body as a Battleground in Paul Kalanithi's When Breath Becomes Air
4. Mr. Kaustabh Kashyap (Cotton University): Cripping the Physician’s Pedagogy: Navigating Precarity and Learning to Die in When Breath Becomes Air

	11:00 AM to 12:45 PM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 6: Disability: Access and Inclusion (CHAIR: Shilpa Das)
1. Mr. Neelaksh Pithauria (BHU): Access Denied: Creating Accessible Social Spaces for People with Disabilities
2. Ms. Meena Girish Kumar (College of Engineering, Trivandrum): Exploring Mobility Issues and Barriers Experienced by Persons with Disabilities Group
3. Ms. Arpita Roy (Sikkim University): Inclusive Education Triumphs: The Story of Emily’s Journey through Kathleen McDonnell’s Emily Included
4. Mr. Santosh Mahaldar (University of North Bengal): Braving the Hurdles: Glorifying Indian Athletes with Disabilities in the Context of Paralympics

	12:45 PM to 1:30 PM
	Panel by Shishu Sarothi

	1:30 PM to 2:30 PM
	Lunch

	2:30 PM to 4:15 PM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 7: Disability: Language, Culture, and the Everyday (CHAIR: Rohini Mokashi-Punekar)
1. Mr. Saikat Ghosh (SGTB Khalsa College, DU): Claims of the ‘Other’: Pathos and the Language of Care in Han Kang’s Greek Lessons
2. Ms. Anusuya Moitra (Jadavpur University): Cripping Care: Peeping into the Everyday Experiences of Adolescents with Disabilities in Kolkata
3. Ms. Kriti Gulati (Galgotias University): Firdaus Kanga’s ‘Trying to Grow’: Setting the stage for moving beyond sharing life experiences
4. Dr. Amrita Sharma (Sri Venkateswara College, DU): Precarious Lives and Heterotopic Spaces: Mapping Disability Culture in Contemporary India

	2:30 PM to 4:15 PM (Parallel)
	Technical Session 8: Disability and Posthumanism (CHAIR: Rakhee Kalita Moral)
1. Mr. Ritu Ranjan Gogoi (Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya): Critiquing the Supercrip Trope of the Cyborg: A Transhumanist Perspective on the Characterization of DC Comics’ Victor Stone and Marvel’s Cable
2. Dr. Preeti M. Gachche (Aryabhatta College, DU): Cyborg Identity for Disabled Women in India
3. Ms. Samriddhi Singh (BHU): Gendered Biopolitics in the Age of Infertility: Reading Future Bodies in Rimi B. Chatterjee’s Science Fiction Short Stories
4. Dr. Boopathi P. (Central University of Tamil Nadu): Treading with Mobility Aids: Walking with Disability in the age of Posthumanism

	4:15 PM to 4:30 PM 
	Tea

	4:30 PM to 6:15 PM (Parallel Session)
	Technical Session 9: Disability and Intersectionality (CHAIR: Saikat Ghosh)
1. Dr. Reshma Jose and Dr. Sumadhura Roy (JMC, DU and DSC Evening, DU): Reimagining Disability and Marginalization: Analyzing Rosakutty in Ghost Through Disability and Dalit Feminist Theory.
2. Ms. Amisa Mahato (BHU): Mitigating the Idea Of ‘Stigma’ in the Works of Select Female Disabled Writers.
3. Ms. Simi Chutia (Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya): Culture, Identity and Disability: Interrogating Mahesweta Devi’s’ The Why-Why Girl Through Intersectionality

	4:30 PM to 6:15 PM (Parallel Session)
	Technical Session 10: Representing Disability Across the Globe (CHAIR: Ritwick Bhattacharjee)
1. Adarsh Yadav (University of Exeter): Beyond Normative Worlds: Discussing “Madness” and Race in The Boy with a Topknot by Sathnam Sanghera
2. Archana Ravi (University of Giessen, Germany): Vocabularies of Pain: Fibromyalgia in Get A Life, Chloe Brown
3. Priyam Sinha (Alexander Von Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Humboldt University zu Berlin): Pitching a Glocalised India and the Politics of Diversifying Content in New Bollywood

	6:15 PM to 7:30 PM
	Valedictory
1. Declaration of the result for the Outstanding Scholar Award Panel
2. Valedictory Note by Prof. GJV Prasad
3. Thank You Note: IDSC: Ritwick Bhattacharjee



Note: An IDSC GBM will be conducted on 06/03/2025 post dinner. 
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